Possible projects for volunteers on Aride Island
This list is not intended to be exhaustive, but to give a view of current priorities. Other ideas from volunteers are welcomed.
Note that some projects are year-round while others are seasonal due to weather conditions or breeding cycles.  For example, the southeast, which blows from May to October limits marine projects but most tern species breed at this time of year. If in doubt, please contact ICS for clarification.
BIRDS

· Assessment of habitat surrounding current Seychelles Magpie Robin territories with a view to assess possibility of new territories

· Investigation into breeding success/failure of seabirds breeding on Aride
· Monitor habitat quality and suitability within Seychelles Magpie Robin territories

· Assess impact of Common Moorhen upon other species such as birds and terrapins and consideration of possible management actions.
COASTAL & MARINE

· Beach habitat sampling for presence of species within different sections of the beach.
· Monitoring fish species as indicators of reef habitat quality.
· Investigate and assess impact of Black-spined sea urchins on coral reef recovery. 

INVERTEBRATES

· Invertebrate studies conducted within the different habitat types

· Investigate whip scorpion distribution and abundance

· Investigate the distribution of the different species of ants on the island and their habitat.
VEGETATION

· Investigation into the effects of invasive species upon native flora and spread of disease

· Impact of Pisonia on seabirds

· Undertake a plant phenology survey.
· Census of Wright’s Gardenia Rothmania annae 
TOURISM & HUMAN IMPACTS
· Investigation into disturbance caused by tourists

· Review visitor experience and entrance fees

· Conduct environmental impact assessment of current infrastructure and processes.
COMMUNICATION, MEDIA AND EDUCATION

· Development of environmental education on the island particularly directed at Eco-Aride club on Praslin
· Write updates for website and local press.
OTHERS
· Develop Cybertracker software templates for Conservation monitoring programmes on Aride.
· Analysis of the extent of dietary competition between invasive mice, Phelsuma skinks and Seychelles Magpie-Robin.
· Review Biosecurity protocols for Aride.

· Impact of mice on the island fauna.
· Review energy demands for Aride Island and assess potential renewable energy options

